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A new approach to 
grantee reporting
How foundations can 
eliminate burdensome grantee 
reporting, understand their 
impact, and create positive 
change.
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Foundations rely heavily on grantees to report on the 
impact of their work. Grantee reporting allows 
foundations to track the outcomes of their current 
grantmaking, while helping to inform future funding 
decisions. Many funders are looking for ways to 
streamline the reporting process for grantees. Funders 
recognize that nonprofits often spend too much time on 

reporting requirements that are redundant, ineffective, 
or unclear. Most important however, is that funders know 
that by streamlining reporting, nonprofits will have more 
time and resources to focus on their organization's 
mission and ultimately, drive greater impact. 

The grantee reporting dilemma...
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Nonprofits provide the essential services and 
support that communities need. During these 
unprecedented times, nonprofits have even less 
time and resources to allocate towards reporting. 
Funders need to rethink how they access important 
information to identify the most pressing needs in 
their communities, allocate resources effectively, 
and understand the impact of those investments 
over time.

Now is the time for the philanthropic 
sector to rethink reporting. 

How can nonprofits and foundations 
streamline reporting processes while 
ensuring that they are sharing 
important information to drive 
impact?

Now more 
than ever.
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Five steps funders can take to improve existing 
grantee reporting processes.

● Before requesting robust reports, distribute short surveys to track critical data.
● Incorporate open-ended questions which allow grantees the freedom to report their own 

impact metrics.

● Improve grantee reporting systems with real-time data visualization and tracking systems. 

● Encourage the use of qualitative data in addition to quantitative in the form of photos, 

testimonials, articles and more.

● Encourage phone calls or meetings to limit time allocation while gathering more complete 

information.
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The UpMetrics advanced impact reporting and analysis 
platform provides an all-encompassing solution to eliminate 
burdensome reporting, and allows for seamless sharing of 
information between nonprofits and foundations.  With 
UpMetrics, nonprofits are empowered to collect, manage, 
and analyze their own data, and seamlessly share stories of 
impact. Meanwhile, foundations receive comprehensive data 
from their grantees, thereby enabling more effective 
philanthropy. The end result is a more collaborative sector, 
where funders and nonprofits are aligned around shared 
data to drive impact. 

UpMetrics improves reporting processes while 
aligning nonprofits and funders around data.



C
o

n
fi

d
en

ti
al

UpMetrics simplifies reporting and creates 
alignment to drive greater impact. 

● Collect data in real-time with survey tools.
● Centralize data from multiple sources in 

one place.

● Analyze data and visualize impact.

● Track progress towards goals over time.

● Combine quantitative and qualitative data.

● Tell powerful stories with easy-sharing 

tools.

Nonprofits

● See the full picture of grantees in one place.
● Simplify data collection from grantees.

● Streamline reporting to support 

grantmaking.

● Collect data from the ground level to 

understand collective impact.

● Raise more funding based on the success of 

grantees.

Foundations
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In the fall of 2018, the Foglia Family 
Foundation partnered with UpMetrics 
to build a portfolio of data-driven 
grantees providing programs and 
services in the Chicagoland area. 
UpMetrics worked with the Foglia 
Family Foundation to identify and 
recruit 27 grantees to join the 
data-driven cohort over two years. 

UpMetrics is helping the Foglia Family Foundation achieve 
the following goals:

Building Capacity for Local Nonprofits

With the grantees up and running on the platform, 
UpMetrics is working directly with the 27 grantees 
helping them to  use data to analyze impact, design quality 
programs, and track and report progress towards goals 
over time. The grantees are also leveraging UpMetrics 
sharing tools to simplify their internal grant-seeking 
activities and share ongoing stories of impact to other 
funders and donors.

Streamline Reporting to Understand Collective Impact

UpMetrics is providing the Foglia Family Foundation with 
ongoing cohort updates and progress reports to simplify 
the reporting process for the grantees and allow the 
foundation to understand the collective impact of these 
investments over time.

Real Stories of Impact | Foglia Family Foundation
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“ The opportunity to make an immediate impact for these 
fantastic organizations by providing them with reporting 
and analytics tools, while also helping them to become 
more financially sustainable in the long run, was very 
exciting to our team. Working with UpMetrics has made 
the process of becoming data driven seamless. We are 
excited to continue our work together as we work to 
build capacity for nonprofits in the Chicagoland area. 

—Ann Schirk, Foundation Administrator, Foglia Family Foundation
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UpMetrics is proud to support our partners who 
are working to drive impact with data. 
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Contact us

UpMetrics tools and services empower nonprofits 
and foundations to collect, analyze, and leverage 
data to drive impact and tell their stories.

Contact solutions@upmetrics.com to learn more 
about how UpMetrics can bring a data-driven 
approach to your organization. 

#dataforgood


